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“Will Robinson, my scanners are i
picking up several full-scale
replicas... Danger... DANGER..."”

Dewey Howard of the B-9 Robot Builders Club
In conversation with Mike Reccia

ewey Howard is living proof that, with a little
.y . . : ; Dewey

ambition, seemingly far=fetched ideas can be translated Honnrds

into solid reality. With only modest modelling second
knowledge Dewey decided he would set about constructing robot.
a full=size replica of his favourite character from the
sixties I'V series Lost In Space — the robot. His nine-
month scratchbuilding marathon led him to set up a
website specifically catering for Lost In Space robot modelers,
Less than a year since its inception, that site now boasts
over one hundred and eighty members worldwide. We
asked Dewey to explain why the robot holds such a
fascination for him, and to reconnt Just how he went
about building six foot, four inches of 1:1 scale replica. In
this article other members of Dewey's B-9 Robot
Builders Club also detail their work and their reasons for
scratchbuilding what have to be some of the largest replica
props ever created. ..
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Why I wanted to make the Lost in Space Robot...

ell, we have to go back a
few years o about 1974 or
5. 1 was young = very
and for Christimas recenved
trom my mother and grandtathes
L Lost in Space robof (Boy, if | sall
had that dung!’). 1t was, of course,
the best gift ever for a tan of the
show = even it | was watching
reruns, the series was new 1o me.
[he toy was great at the time

because | was just a kid, but as ome

YOUg

passed | became more and more
interested in the idea of the fanly
(my mother, grandfather, and
myself) having our own robor, As
the vears passed 1 became an even
biggrer fan of the show, finding out
all I could about the rober, and
not knowing that this would lead
to a mild future n electronics. |
even gin to the store o |.|..|:'\. the last

. | o |
Startop mag tor 1ts robof 15suc!

['he idea began to take a hold
of me, so [ went to the one person
| knew could help; my grandfacher,
He had been a father to me; in fact
the only father figure I'd known
| came to hom wath the wdea, and
at first he didn't thank [ was serious
about it , but, as | was persistent,
he finally saad , “OK, let’sdo it
[ of course asked where we would
get the parts from. It wasn't like
we had a Lost In Space do it
vourself store down the street
We had o be oeadie. ONd TV
sets, Junk vards = these were our
kits. He brought home an old
fann and somme balsa wood and [ asked
what they could be used for
they didn't even ook metallic,
He took the blade protector oft the
fan and, with time, patience and
some melted plastic, we made
the rabor's colfar ! It looked great
considering what 1t was. Some
old plastic laundry basket plus
balsa wood made a nice torso,
with dryer hoses tor arms. The
bubhle -.';',n, as | pecall., 2 pl e fish
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Dewey's
completed collars.

bowd we had around the house, The
feet wie made from |"|'= wood and
the wheels from some motonzed
thing we found in the junkyard.
We only had rwo things standing
One = the proper

support for the kees (ance they wene
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nothing more than heat duct
insulation) and, two, a strong
enough power supply that would
last ! The project ook more time
than [ expected. By now it was 1978
=alivsoste 79, | |||.|T.'_~ W 0t 3 good
support for the legs and waok it for
1 test run, Wonderful, Fantasri

We were almost done. Sall, we
necded a power ~|;]~|1|'-.'ﬂf.|n-r than
the wall socket. | asked about a car
or motor cycle battery. My Grandpa
lEI-:IlI:_-:|'|1 | M R 'E:I.H.'-.i Il.ll.'.l. .II'|I.| |f|1.i.|:
mavbe we'd fimish at tor Christmas
I couldn’t wait, Soon, however,
iy grandfacher fell il and work had
to stop. On December 27, 1978,
my grandfather, James F, Walker,
died. [ did not fimsh the mbot, 1
At the oome it didnt
seem fur o fimish it without him

couldn't

We had started the project wogzether
and that's how [ wanted wo finish
it. My mother and | packed away
the parts in the attic or basement
Uniforumately most of the parts were
|.|.I: I'|.|_.[1'-.| Q0T || Vil L|I.Ir'III_|_{ [|'|w._' e
to 2 new home, Only the arms
=i E]

MNow ['m much older, bat soll
With all the
pu:]w'n'iu for the new movie tans
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are coming out of the walls! |
have come to a fimal and much
'.‘:..,'L'-.I.'.'“I.‘I .|‘.|'.||.E'|‘:!_'L i '-]‘*1-.'.h. I.'l}‘* wihi TG
my grandtather and [ lefr off. 1am
going to buld the mbor. | have
fo, o0, 0 any |lf":.|'-|,| arg '_]'||I'|k|.‘|5_:
|'-‘.'|I,_ do if. | '-.'.-;||,|:.-.:. '."u; :_:|.|-._f (8]
help, or to get all the help [ can on
my oswn project. All [ know s Tam
more determined than ever.
Christopher Winters, mdor muker.
B-9 Robot Builders Club,
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Danny Copan's completed arm.
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lop: Dewey's second robot

— torso detail.

This photo: Al Larbig’s
aluminum wheels.

Danny Copan’s working
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Frank T"s Robot.

Last time, as you recall...

ho knew that those words
would change my life?
Like most BY builders. 1

BRI Up 1 ;.I'Ii.' Glls Wt ning

Lost in Space. While the show

wias alwavs enpovable to warch, 1t

was thie hardware that re |||'-
mtrigued me. The Jupiter 2,
Crariot, Laser Guns, Space Pod
aric all I::'|||-.|,' Wl |-,'-., |_:||'|,-~h'.|I !:l;.:l'”‘
on the shap abways got my creative
pmces tlowing, My Jupiter 25 wery
created with shoe boxes and

ind Space Pod. But there was

rasking tape, & were my Lasr Grows

really one piece of equipment
that alwavs tascinated me the

nost. | hie mobot E'i:_ :":_: JUEE SEVED

at the LI, | alw HR '.'-.u-||._L'|'-.'.,'_ |r.

he was real or imaginary. | even
wrote a letter to BN, and then
WNEW channel 5 in New York
when the series moved to
*-:-:Il.lin. 0100, O asK 1OT ',"'i'll:"[il'\- OFE
any kind of information on the
59, That's when this quest began.
For thirty vears [ had wondered
about that robor. 1 built my share
of wood and cardboard robors
dunng my youth, but none could
ever compare to good old B9

Flash torward thirty vears.
lromically it was Odctober 16¢h, 1997,
when all of this madness really began
to kick in. Lost in Space wis 5001
to be a2 motion picture, the Sd-Fi
clhannel was E:|:|xi1:::_: Lost In
Space marathons o commemonte
its anniversary. Lost In Space
specials were popping up
evervwhere and, suddenly, hike
magic, it was cool to be a Lost in
Space tan. Thoughts of building
a B were starting up again. But
where to find information? Enter
cyberspace. 1 immediately starved
to scour the net for anything on
Lost in Space and the robor. It
wasn t until about December
when [ tound “Dewey’s Latest
Robot” page. Cool! 1 e-mailed

Dewey, and hence started the
pourney. For some reason | started
trom the top down instead of
the bottom up as most BY builders
|:_|'-,-__ | Yo ='||.'.P:'-.i e '.".|I_.';
the brain, bubble lifter, radas

and collar. I got the bubble from

Planet Plastics. 1 assembled the
entire head section in about 2
month. You have to improvise and
make a connectng plate to connect
the lower portion of the bubble
plate to the bubble hifter. If vou
look at pictures real close, you'll
se¢ 1t dead center on the lower
bubble plate. It's black and appears
oy Famee four screws in it Yourr best
source for these kinds of dibemimas

Howne [ dep. You'll have a field din

in that store. Trust me. Every
ome you see something cool
vou'll begin thinking “1 wonde:
it | could use this for " It was
around this ome that Dewey
K} -E T |E1l.!'.' WS O SOLIFCE I0F DOFsOs.
I-.I||'\. [ |-\. -'\.|.|_1 nme |||I'-;'r_ I.I""\,'-l
withenoc 1t was, | had o have it
When it arrived, 1t was a happy
dav m Mew _||_'x:_':.._ LM course, as
| looked at it [ choughe, “How the
hell am | EOIng o cut out the voce
box and hight holes?™ The uldmate
model kit continued to give
||.."""|||.."'h 111 q_':.l.ll.[rl.l"\,. _llllu'. WY,
with the help of my dad (he'

been n this for as long as | have,
helping me build things when |
was young) the cutting and dnlling
went tarly well. 1 also ordered all
the hight fixtures, lens caps, bulbs,
neon FX generator and sound
system. I'm using a 8 my Mini
Disk player for my plavback. I've
"'«.I]:'I"EI.".:. !II.:'\\ 0| r."li ! ||||',,'H. N0 e
I'V show (remember, vou can't
have music mn the background
when he's speaking!) using my P

50 It was easv to make a disk

You should have been here the nigh
| hooked up the neon to the
sound svitem and put 1t all u
the torso! It was another happy mght

n M.

['his project turned out to be
more work than | antcipared
but the thought of fulfiling a
thirty year old dream became
LoD Overw i|-.'||'|||15'_ It's partly
my fault. I was so blinded by the
vision of a completed B? robot bur,
tortunately, several trips to Home
|']'|'_.".'r usually solved the d.ul:ﬁ
dilemma, and made all che parts
fit in harmony. 1 had o do reseanch

into every facet of this project. |

had to study molds and fiberglass
to be able o work on the torso
and |x':.'_ sections. Electronics
books were needed to « -\.-I:"I:."';'\,.E.._'
the mside part of my mechanical
triend, and a refresher course in
pamong was a sure bet. I'm single
and live alone, which probably has
made this adventure easier. I've
heard some of the “diseruntled
wife" stories, so I'm kind of Tucky
in that respect. Let me tell you
\x"l'f!k'[.'lll'lf-'_. tolks, this is one hell
of a project, don't let anvone kid
you. bBe prepared to spend some
l.|l!I.I;.'_||_ to have 3 few hlL'L'E':-_ ]
mights and, without a doubt, o
.‘Il.'- some of the most CICAaAlIve
l.l|1||.-n:|5_r ot vour lives. Bur vou
know -|||:|-\._"_||::|:_'_ . It's waorth
it! | sall can't believe he's here in

Iy NOLEe

Frank T.



Budget Robot

he two television shows

I remember the most from

my youth are Batman
and Lost In Space. My short
attention span lengthened
considerably every time their
ingenious props appeared on the
screen. Even though the shows
were very “campy’, the many
crime fighting and space
exploring gadgets always
fascinated me. Will Robinson's
.;nrn}‘-mu:'i.,m_ the B-9 robat 1% 3
special part of my remembrance.
It wasn't until many years later
that [ allowed myself to face the
reality that the Lost In Space
mbot was actually a costume. Here
| am now, much later, realizing
one of the many projects that
has constantly been in and out
of the planming stages; building
the Lost In Space robot. The
praject has proved to be especally
challengng in that the resources
are limited. There are only a few
very h-»:’.p'i'u'l folks out there
that have completed the same
project. | have restored classic
cars, jukeboxes, soda machines
and gas pumps, but there was

a lot of literature and businesses
that made those projects
relatively simple. The robor 15
a constant challenge since
evervthing is being engineered

0o 1!I|.' Spot

My version of the “bubble
headed booby” will be remote
controlled, | ~|w|.u1 tor the tinished
rabat to be able to move his
arms, bubble, wast, radar and
sensors, and to talk and roll
around. So far | have been able
to make everything work to
my satisfaction without spending
a small fortune. My goal 15 to
build the replica with cost in
mind but without sacrificing
a lot of -:;|'.|-|.|'if'f='. Most 1tems
are made of wood and ;1-|.|-'.L|.'
with a few pieces of metal here
and there. The motors were
purchased as surplus units and
appear to be working Gne. 1 am
'.'.::51'11:..' looking forward to seel ng
the finished product.

Always Lost (In Space),
Yatrick Stanley,
B-% Robat Builders Club

Top: Bob Kinoshita's original designs for the robot.
Apbove: Frank Terrbile's robot (Frank 1.).

Right: Patrick Stanley.
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Dewey Howard's second robot.

Dewey: A short ume after the
completion of my bt | deaided
[ ] |:H.I':.' a H'I'Il'lll[l.'l and 1_11.'[ iy 1I:|r'||,'|'[|.'n‘|
tor the internet. [ eventually foumnd oy
wav to the Lost In Space news
group. | could hardly hebeve dhae dere
was such a thang! .. Other fans who
kewid the show as much s L | pusicd
a picture of my b o the news
group and was immediately
overwhelmed with email from other
excited fans, Most sad thar the mfor
was their tvonioe characker oo, |
couldn’t believe there were so many
othiers hbke me, One emol anformed
me that me that my mbor looked
ood but could be done much beter
and accurately. Ch! Oh! Hewe e go
din, I talked to l]lh Prersian oo 1| W
‘phone for guite & wle andg he wold
m« that there were much more
accurate parts awvatlable, mcluding
torsos cast from the actua] studio
rodwor. With further investigation |
decided it was time to upgrade and
revise myv b, Once | obianed
the actual Blucpens for the mead sootons
and started working on themn [ found
my current mdot's dimensions were
Just too far oft from the original’s w
ustaby 2 revision. 1 me o sty on ol
fne! After saving quite 3 bit of
Iy | xl-ll'h'l.' ]1Ll:l.'|I.I"~I:|._: SOMTIC
of the availibie parts such as 3 “real”

MoDELS

torscy, another bubble head, oo
domut, arms, clsws, wheeks, neon, and
even a power pack. Even wath these
parts there sall was a lot more o
do welf tor L'I.'II'IIII."|.I.'FJ' the PROECT.
Ihis time vsing the internet as a
resource, | could :_{L'I the P,Lr‘.:. | \.I:l":
needed o make a nuch more acourmee
replica. Some of the improved
constructon methods nclpded a
more accurate collar using tracings
oot the real sy, an alumamam brain,
custom-cast rubber meads and bubble
litter and polyurethane rubber-
coated legs. This one looked rght and
was completed in about six months.

1 was mvited to put soame pictures
-.'-r.l"'n. et I.'|!" Pl e-'?r».;'-:1|‘.l'f1-_'~ Pstest
Lost In Space websites around at
the time. As soon as my pages were
complete, the email started pouring
in and it has not stopped since. |
have rl.'l.'-'.'1‘.'l.'-.|. III.II1'.|FI.".|"~ of |,'1||.|||\.
from around the world, The gypical
fan mal vsually would seare out
with 1 don't behieve 1! | never
thougdit it was possible o build a full
size mobod!” A good number of these
fans wanted wo know how they could
build one tor themselves, T |.:||:'|_:-|_:-l_:|'|
numierous encabs back and forth [ was
able r 2 coeay wath the indiadual
parts they were trving o make since
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...from the original studio blueprints.

TH1058 .,'.,:1|'||_||'|'|_ .Lf.li.ll-.I |.|'|l.' CEPensive
parts that were avakible, The numbers
of fans attempung to build their
own mbor kept growing and my
crmal correspondences were petting
so numeroas [ abhmost conldn'e answer
them all.

With so many builders now out
there 1 choughe it mighr be & good
idea o pool our resources and
knowledgme mto an ongamized Eroup.
I went back through mw Previous
cormespondences from others building
thaar cney ok 2 sk ir':!u-g.- ikl
lakr ey joans oy ey formed B9 Robor
el b, W started wathy alsout
3 members when the club was
formed back i March (of 199%)
and now we bave grown o 180
merribers i Five coanntries aiound dhe
world. With so many members
LTS |1'll l.!lr-[.l|1.'1l[ .I1!l.:| '||]!_[|_'1ll.|i['..
that we all can besefer foons, Fach
member brings something o the
group. The membership is very
diverse. Our youngest member,
whos s onby 10 vers okd, wanes o bokd
a robot with his Bather. We have
members who are engineers, artists,
doctors, military personnel, 3 candy
miaker, and yes, we do have a few
women in the club.

It we need something done there
is sure oo be someone in the groap
whio wall be absde oo .l.v.'u'-|:'|}"]='~h i e
member 35 Workomgs o a ¢ OIpUter-
based voice reC ORI L0 program
where the mbar wall understand what

you are saving to it and he will
answer you appropriately in the
hot’s voice. Another 13-vear-old
member 15 working on 3 circuit
board that wall flash the lights in
the whar so we won't have o use
the more expensive x;-lr;|'|_.ﬂ}1|:|1-_
bulbs. Another makes Lrer cur sieel
tread secnons that are actally bedter
than those that were on the real
robor. The posaibahoes are endles
with the great muinds we have o
work with. Everybody learns from
cach other, By the ome 2 member
gets his or her mbor completed they
.||.|'.q; |-\;.|r'|I|.'-.|. 'k.l_h']'l S WASE ATk Ol
informaton of all kinds thar will
assist them i other arcas of their Ines
that have nothing to do with pobos,

Liking on the challenge wo build
vour own it 15 fun, educatonal
and rewarding, bur meost of ail it is
A :_Ei'ﬂ h.‘f l.'l.!'I]‘I-'Il.‘lL'HI.L' E-‘I.Ili'l.!:.". "'.-:'-nh M
our members jomned with pracucally
no expencence of building amything
before in their life, 1 made my first
robot with only a drill and saber saw
and that was it as tar as power mools
go. Anyone can do thas if they have
the ”FI”" deternmunation that 1%
recuinedd o get the progect comipletoed
Once your rodof 15 complete there
is nothing more rn."-.1..l.|x':|.-|!; than
sitting back and saying I made
that.”

Ihe B-9 mbor budlders web sjee i ac
b frnembersoaoomucomybEcdubynem
Jitm



